HOPKINS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC ACCESS POLICIES FOR

MEETINGS OF APPRAISAL DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GENERAL POLICY

Pursuant to Section 6.04 (d), Texas Property Tax Code, a reasonable period of time during each meeting of the Appraisal District Board of Directors shall be provided for public comments on Appraisal District and Appraisal Review Board policies and procedures.  The period of time shall be determined at the discretion of the Chairman of the Board of Directors at each meeting.

Pursuant to Section 6.04 (e), Texas Property Tax Code, the following policies are adopted to provide public access to the Board of Directors for purposes of testimony at public meetings concerning Appraisal District and Appraisal Review Board policies and procedures, as well as any matter over which the Board of Directors has responsibility.

1. Any non-English speaking person, deaf person, or person who has any physical, mental or development disability desiring to appear before the Board must file a written request with the Chief Appraiser, who will schedule the person to present testimony at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.  The request should indicate any special assistance or arrangement required to make the presentation to the Board possible.
2. The taxpayer shall select, and be represented by, a bilingual person to serve as their interpreter.  An interpreter can attend any meeting of the Board of Directors in which a non-English speaking person is scheduled to testify.  
3. The taxpayer shall select, as needed, an interpreter to attend any meeting of the Board of Directors in which a deaf person is scheduled to testify.  
4. The Chief Appraiser shall provide proper arrangements for public forums, to include the correct placement of microphones, sufficient area for wheelchairs and other mobility aides, and any other matter which would assist in improved access to the Board of Directors in a public hearing.

5. Meetings of the Board of Directors for which written notice has been given from persons requiring barrier free access shall be conducted in public buildings complying with the standards and specifications adopted by the State Purchasing and General Services Commission, (P O Box 13047, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711), pursuant to the Elimination of Architectural Barriers Act, Article 7 of Article 601b, V.T.C.S., WHERE AVAILABLE.  If no barrier-free public buildings are available in the District, the Chief Appraiser shall make arrangements for temporary wheelchair ramps to be available, as well as other physical aides for persons with disabilities.

The public access policies for meetings of the Appraisal District Board of Directors has been approved by majority vote of the Hopkins County Appraisal District Board of Directors on the ____________ day of ___________________, 2007 as the general policy for public access, and has been made a part of the meetings of the Hopkins County Board of Directors/
_________________________
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